
 

 

 
 

 
February 2019 BIBLE EXPLORER REPORT 

 
In 2011, Chris Knott, founder of Starfish Malawi, was on one of his regular visits to Malawi. It was decided under the 
inspiration of the Spirit to introduce the Bible Explorer (BX) programme which Chris had always desired when he 
started Starfish, a ministry he himself is part of in the UK. The vision was to reach out to children with the Word of 
God. Lynette Stander, a BX trainer from South Africa, expressed a desire to be involved and every year since she has 
come to Malawi to train BX presenters. In October of the same year, Wiseman Mussa and Agnes Gama went through 
training as pioneers, George Edward and Tionge Sitima joined soon afterwards and BX Malawi was born. 
 
It started in 2012 as a pilot programme with four local primary schools; Salima L.E.A., Msalura, Simaewa and Kaputu. 
Quickly, the programme started expanding because it was well accepted by the schools and communities around 
Salima. 
 

 
The first Bible Explorer Team. 
 
As demand for BX grows Starfish continues to train 
more enthusiastic people as BX presenters. The vision 
is to grow and expand to reach out to more schools in 
Salima and beyond and to deepen its impact. At the 
moment the programme has 9 presenters who are 
working hard together as a team to achieve their 
objectives. Starfish continues to provide training to 
equip presenters with the necessary skills required for 
their tasks.  Out of the 9 presenters 2 joined the team in 
August 2018 after being given intensive training, and so 
far there has been positive feedback from the schools 
they are teaching.   The addition of 2 presenters has 
had a positive numerical impact. This has been 
reflected by the increase in number of learners from 
6300 to 6945. However, cycling to these schools 

becomes a challenge sometimes because of the distance covered and weather conditions.  
  
 
 
BX is planning to add nine more schools in Salima and go 
beyond Salima hence reaching more with God's Word. 
For this programme to continue to do well there will be a 
need for more local presenters to be trained.  
 
BX is taught in schools based on the original vision of 
Starfish to ‘build the Kingdom of God in the lives of 
children’ so that a generation of children appreciate God’s 
existence and understand his kindness and love. Also to 
understand that God cares for them because they are an 
important part of his Kingdom.  And finally, we are 
commissioned in the Bible, as Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
instructs us, to teach the next generation the mighty 
power of God. 
       
  

Picture of BX class in session. 
 
BX presenters are now advised to be using the teacher’s guides for standards 5-8, which allow the presenters to give 
learners notes after the lesson.  Learners are assessed by giving them tests to check understanding.  We currently 
use the same lessons plans as government teachers which is greatly appreciated as our programme enables them to 
reach their teaching targets.  We use hand signs for easy memorisation of bible stories.  
 
 



 

 

The following is a sample of a BX lesson for Standard 6, week 4 which correlates with the standard Malawi 
curriculum: 
 
Class: Standard 6 
Date: 28 Jan 2019 
Time: 12:00 – 12:35 pm 
Subject: Bible Explorer 
Unit 3: Jesus triumphant Entry into Jerusalem – Temple Cleansing 
Scripture verses: Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-44, and John 12:12-19 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
Learners must be able to: 

• Explain the meaning of the term Triumphant Entry 

• Explain Jesus entry into Jerusalem 

• Describe the cleansing of the temple during the Passion Week 
 
Teaching, learning and assessment resources: 

• Learners Experience  

• Copy of the Bible 

• Hand signs 

• Storytelling  
 

Teachers activities Learners activities 

Introduction. 
Ask learners to mention people’s action when Jesus 
was entering the city of Jerusalem. 
 
Developmental steps 
Step 1 
Explain Jesus triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
 
Step2 
Describing the cleansing of the temple during the 
passion week 
 
Step 3 
Discussing the action of the chief priests and 
religious leaders after Jesus cleansed the temple in 
Jerusalem 

Sharing  
 
 
 
 
 
Listening 
 
 
Listening 
 
 
 
 
Learners discuss with teacher 

 
Lesson Conclusion 
Ask learners questions about Jesus triumphant entry into Jerusalem and how he cleansed the temple during the 
Passion Week. 
 
Government Recognition 
 
Reaching this far has been a big challenge for the BX team as some of the schools have not been accepting BX 
because it is part of a non-governmental organisation’s programme. However, the BX coordinator Wiseman Mussa 
has made great efforts to secure an agreement with the District Education Office which now allows BX presenters to 
visit schools without being questioned. The agreement signed by the District Education Manager has been delivered 
to all schools where this programme is conducted. The DEM also advised the BX team to have the same lesson plan 
as the one the government is using. 
 
This has brought great hope and recognition for the programme whose main aim is to reach as many children as 
possible through as many schools as possible with the message of God’s Word.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Henry Kalirani 
 
Mr Henry Kalirani, speaking on behalf of the District Education 
Manager, thanked the BX team for their hard work and team 
work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
William Chiweyo 
 
William Chiweyo is a Church leader at the Assemblies of God 
and also a teacher at Kapira Primary School. 
William shared the impact of Bible Explorer Programme within 
his community as he is living and teaching in a Muslim 
dominated area. Kapira School is situated in Chaima village T/A 
Pemba where about 81% learners come from Islamic 
background. 
 
‘It is very exciting to me as a church leader and as a teacher to 
see children telling each other Bible stories and having useful 
debates, which proves that the concept is being grasped 
accordingly. It is unusual for most Muslims to mention Jesus’s 
name which to them sounds like decreasing the decimals of the 
Islamic religion.’ 
 
 
The table below shows the number of schools and learners each BX presenter is teaching in various schools. 
 

BX presenters Number of 
Schools 

Total number of 
learners 

Naomi 4 251 

Malinga 4 432 

Agnes  5 809 

Lackson 4 427 

Wiseman 6 2297 

Sembe 5 652 

Benard 5 1305 

George 5 772 

TOTAL 38 6945 

     
NOTE : Tionge is not appearing on the table because she has been on 
maternity leave. 
 

CASE STUDIES 
 
 Malison maliko, a standard 6 learner at Kanyanyata Primary School 

 
‘I am Malison Maliko a standard 6 learner at Kanyanyata School. BX has 
helped me to know God.  BX was introduced to my school in September 2018 
and since then I have learnt a lot.  Before the introduction of this programme 
at my school I was a member of ‘The Gule Wamkulu’ (traditional cultural 
religion). My task was to welcome the newcomers and 
train them in our belief and values. But now I have given my life to Christ, my 
life has changed and I am no longer involved. I like the story of Creation and 



 

 

the use of hand signs which makes the lessons more exciting.” 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
Clara Chibentula, a standard 6 learner at Chitala Primary 
School 

 
‘I am Clara Chibenthula, a standard 6 learner at Chitala 
Primary School. Bible Explorer helped me to believe in God 
and his mighty powers. Before BX, I was a rude girl and I 
showed no respect to elders but now my life has changed 
and I especially like the story of Ishmael and Isaac.’ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Emily Kadango a standard 5 teacher at Kanyanyata Primary School. 
Emily teaches Bible knowledge in standard 5. 
                              
‘I am Emily Kadango, a standard 5 teacher at Kanyanyata School. Bible 
Explorer has simplified our work in teaching Bible Knowledge since we 
work hand in hand with the BX teacher and we share the same topics as 
the ones in our syllabus.’ 
 
 
 
ANNUAL EXPENDITURE FOR BX PROGRAMME 2018   
    
      
STAFF COSTS (incl. tax & pension)  MK7,160,894.00 
TRANSPORT     MK52,960.00   
PHONE     MK4,300.00   
TRAINING     MK102,379.00   
HEALTH (personal staff)  MK41,000.00  
TOTAL     MK7,361,533.00 @ 935 MK to £7,873 
       
BX’s vision of reaching out to as many children as possible is achievable and slowly we are getting there. We are 
thankful to God Almighty for the sponsors of this project, for working tirelessly to raise funds for the project.  

 
Compiled by Wiseman Mussa 
BX Co-ordinator 
Salima, Malawi. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to know more about the Bible Explorer project, please contact 
 

Chris Knott at chrisknott@starfishmalawi.com    Mob:  07913 710919 

 

Head Office:  Alderden Cottage, Sponden Lane, Sandhurst, Kent, TN18 5NR 
01580 850251   Mob: 07913 710919 

 

www.starfishmalawi.com     Charity No:  1130350 
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