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I have been working with the oldest children in the four nurseries since I arrived in March. 
Children in Malawi start school at six so the nursery children I mainly focus on are the five 
year olds. This is perfect for me as in England teaching reception children was always my 
favourite age to teach!  
 
As the long 'summer holiday ' approached God dropped into my mind the thought of 
organising a special Summer School for these children to prepare them for starting school 
in September. It has been an exciting success. Just the logistics of getting all 85 children 
to the GTOC site each day was tricky but then 
trying to borrow desks, make workbooks, train the 
staff to keep at least one step ahead of the 
children, setting up craft activities, cooking enough 
porridge etc. became  a great challenge. I LIKE A 
CHALLENGE! 
 
Needless to say God sorted everything out to the 
tiniest detail! The average number of children that 
came was 76 with 81 being the largest number on 
several days. It was great fun. The kids loved it 
and the staff were amazing, I am so proud of them. 
God was placed in the highest' place each day in 
our assembly and many children prayed for Jesus 
to come and live in their hearts. Remember  that 
many of our children are from Muslim families. 
 
Each day the children came and there was always 
a buzz when my car arrived. I could hear them 
singing, 'Ali, Ali ' and as I opened the door they 
would run towards me saying, 'Ali...hug'......I would 
have to greet them all before they went happily back to their games! I was more than 
happy to oblige....group hugs are good for my soul! 



 

 

 
They loved the activities and their own 
special work books. They made so 
much progress in the five week club 
which ran each day from 10:00-12:30. 
Many can now write their names, most 
have a good understanding of numbers, 
shapes, letters and sounds, colours and 
they have all learned how to use 
scissors and 'play' with glue! They loved 
making their shakers, caterpillars and 
 fish collages. They enjoy relaxing in the 
reading corners in each class and 
become really engrossed in  all the 
beautiful books. The teachers were so 
encouraged by the progress that was 

made in a fun, happy environment. Fridaywas always a special story time followed by 
outdoor games from tunnel ball to parachute games, bubbles and obstacle races. 
 
On the last Tuesday of the club we took all the children to the Lake....most had never seen 
it before and were just in awe of God's amazing creation. I loved to see the joy on their 
faces as they jumped in the waves and enjoyed the water tickling their toes! We found 
favour from so many people and places to make this happen....we even had our own 
private beach!! 
 
We put on an assembly for the parents on the last day of the club, over 100 parents and 
guardians came and the children shared with them all the things they had learned from 
dances to songs, prayers to Christian choruses, their crafts and their new understanding in 
maths and English. Parents stood up to express their thanks...it was a very happy final 
session! 
 
One week later these children have 
started school and now come back to 
GTOC at 12:15pm after school finishes 
at 12:00 three days a week. Now we 
give them a really nutritious meal of 
Nsima, vegetables and fish ( or other 
proteins ) which is essential for their 
health as many children in Malawi suffer 
from stunted growth due to a poor diet. 
We then teach them for about 75 
minutes...mirroring what they are doing 
at school but also continuing where we 
left off in the summer. It is pure joy to 
have their happy faces back.  
 
Thank you God for this amazing 
privilege and thank you for supplying all our needs to make it possible! 
 
Love and Mulungu Dailetseni 
Ali (Beckett) 


