
 
 

Literacy Leaders 
 

 
Khadijah I (reception teacher)  
 
“I’m passionate about teaching because I want 
our country  to develop by having more educated 
people. I really want Malawian chldren to stand 
on their own in future. I don’t want them to be 
manipulated… they should be able to raise their 
voice if somebody have done something bad to 
them especially girls who most vulnerable.  
           The project has really helped me and my 
learners. To say the truth it has made me realize 
how behind I was in English especially in 
grammar. It has also helped in knowing how to 
make my lesson delivery simple for my learners 
to understand and at the same time enjoy it.” 
 
Khadijah is a committed member of the team, 
and does as many of the take-home activities as 
she can. She collaborates well with others in a 
calm and intelligent way. She shows much-
needed sensitivity towards learners and is 
passionate about child protection. She was even 
dedicated enough to wade through water to visit 
a local nursery in the rainy season! 
 
 

 
Gift (year 7 teacher)  
 
“I am so dedicated to my work…..I am not 
happy with the state of education at our 
school where most learners are failing 
exams because they cannot understand 
English. But with support am getting from 
Literacy Leaders project things are 
changing for better as good number of 
learners managed to pass zonal mock 
exams. The Literacy Leaders project is 
crucial in my teaching profession because 
it has improved my vocabulary, grammar, 
interesting games to use when teaching 
learners and teaching methods.”  
 

Help Khadijah continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring her just £7 a month. 

Help Gift continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring him just £7 a month. 



Gift has a strong understanding of the principles of effective teaching. He makes insightful 
comments when observing others' lessons and can be really relied upon to carry out duties asked 
of him. He brings a great sense of enjoyment to training sessions. 
 
 
 

Innocent (year 5 teacher)  
 
“I am passionate about teaching because I learn new 
things every time, since before I teach I have to reach 
various sources to add to the information that were 
already provided in books. The project is helping me 
in a way that equips with teaching resources as well 
as skills on how I can effectively deliver the lessons.” 
 
Innocent joined us part-way through the course but 
has shown great enthusiasm from the moment he 
joined. He takes a lot of effort to develop his 
understanding of grammar and is also courageous 
enough to try things when he is uncertain. He is very 
respectful and reliable.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Martha (year 7 teacher) –  
nb. Martha is continuing training throughout her maternity leave and will resume 
work straight after. 

 
“I am passionate in teaching because I want to 
improve the peoples status because once someone is 
educated everything changes even the mind set, more 
especially in the rural areas. This project has helped 
me to have some different skills in my teaching, my 
fluency and grammar is no longer the same which will 
help my learners to learn effectively. The learners are 
also in the process of improving their grammar. I hope 
and believe that in years coming there will be a great 
change.” 
 
Martha is one of the kindest people I have ever met. 
She participates very actively in sessions and has 
shown huge dedication to becoming the best teacher 
she can by frequently asking questions to extend her 
own understanding and completing the take-home 
activities. She makes outstanding observations of 
others' lessons, showing a strong understanding of 
learners’ needs and rights. 

Help Innocent continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring him just £8 a month. 

Help Khadijah continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring her just £8 a month. 

Help Martha continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring her just £8 a month. 



 
 
 

 
Charity (reception teacher) 
 
 “I am passionate about teaching to develop my 
community since development needs educated 
personnel. Learners are now able to pronounce 
and read words properly after learning phonics 
through this project.” 
 
Charity has had very reliable attendance, has 
really taken on board advice given about effective 
teaching strategies and has pioneered the use of 
the phonics song with great dedication and 
success, as well as making significant progress 
with her own fluency. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nicky (year 5 teacher) 
 
“I am passionate about teaching because I enjoy the 
art of imparting knowledge and skills to students so 
that what was difficult or unknown become easily 
known to them. The project is helping me through the 
acquisition of skills and techniques that help in 
teaching difficult concepts thereby making teaching 
and learning enjoyable.” 
 
Nicky has a relatively strong understanding of 
grammar and has shown great insight and dedication 
in the way that he has prepared when asked to share 
things with the rest of the group. He has a real desire 
to develop his own teaching in school so listens 
carefully to lesson observation feedback and tries to 
implement all the advice given.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help Nicky continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring him just £8 a month. 

Help Charity continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring her just £8 a month. 



 
 
Mable (year 6 teacher) 
 
“I like teaching because I want to eradicate 
illiteracy in my country. The project has assisted 
me a lot because it has equipped me with more 
knowledge that has changed my teaching style. I 
have learnt many things that I have never came 
across while I was at the college.” 
 
Mable is always looking for opportunities to assist 
with practical tasks, such as getting things ready 
for the session. She shows willingness to give even 
difficult teaching activities a go. She has made a 
significant effort to improve her own fluency 
through the take-home activities. She has a great 
sense of fun and is a good support for her 
colleagues too. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Robert (year 2 teacher) 
 
“The Literacy Leaders project has helped us a lot, 
previously our teaching was lecturing  not knowing 
that it can includes games, songs, gestures, memory 
hooks and uses of different methods and resources. It 
was Rachel who enlightened us how teaching is all 
about. Phonics is also a new thing here in Malawi even 
the education developers have little knowledge of it. I 
am assisted by Rachel to introduce phonics to nursery 
schools, that is what I am doing.” 
 
Robert has wonderful creative talent and really uses his 
initiative. He enjoys adapting and thinking of interesting 
ideas for lesson activities and has made resources for 
the whole team to use. He has also championed the 
use of WhatsApp as a forum for teachers to share 
questions and resources*. 
 
  
 
 
 
*the project has provided a shared phablet for each school so that teachers who 
can’t afford smartphones can access this support.  

Help Robert continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring him just £10 a month. 

Help Mable continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring her just £10 a month. 



Alie (year 6 teacher) 
 
“I have passion for teaching because I like 
assisting students make their future and also it 
helps myself gain more knowledge because I can’t 
teach what I can’t understand. The project has 
helped in my delivery of lessons by having a 
different approach which helps learners get 
better understanding of concepts.” 
 
Alie has a great sense of humour, a valuable 
quality in a teacher. He is a logical thinker who 
asks very helpful questions to ensure points are 
clear before we move on. He has worked 
particularly hard to improve the grammatical 
accuracy of his writing. He has embraced even 
the daunting task of observing his own 
headteacher deliver a lesson to give advice when 
requested.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Rebecca (reception teacher) 
 
“I am so passionate about teaching because I feel I 
have such a special job to share my wisdom to the 
younger ones. This project is helping me explain 
concepts in a simple way and learners are 
progressing. During oral questions every learner 
managed to pronounce each letter sound properly 
because of the phonics song [we devised].” 
 

It has been a huge pleasure to have Rebecca in our 
group. She makes a such an effort to communicate 
reliably and participates actively in every session 
with a smile. She has made effective changes in her 
own teaching practice as well as supporting others 
to develop theirs. She has also made a great start in 
sharing her phonics skills at the local nurseries.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Help Alie continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring him just £10 a month. 

Help Rebecca continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring her just £11 a month. 



 
Dalitso (year 6 teacher) 
 
“I’m passionate about teaching knowledge and 
skills to the learners so their mindsets should 
change for the better and they can apply those 
learning skills in everyday life. The project is 
assisting me to explain things in a simple way 
and helping learners to understand grammar 
and vocabulary through my use of different 
approaches in lessons e.g. use of layering 
language to scaffold learning.” 
 
Dalitso shows great insight when observing 
lessons in order to mentor his colleagues. He has 
taken particular interest in improving learners' 
reading comprehension. In Saturday sessions he 
displays a great sense of fun as well as asking 
helpful questions in order to clarify things for the 
benefit of the whole group.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Vincent (year 7 teacher) 
 
“I am passionate about teaching because I like it for 
instance I have gained knowledge through this project 
which helps me to impart skills to the learners. This 
project is helping learners because they are able to 
know the grammar, vocabulary and also there are 
games which arouse learners interest in the lesson. As 
of now some learners are able to read but there is 
need much support for other learners to read.” 
 
I'm not sure I've ever seen this man without a smile 
on his face! Vincent has such a positive attitude, 
whether it's trying out new strategies, receiving 
feedback or simply making others feel welcome. He 
has made a big effort to implement advice and is 
determined to be the best teacher he can.  

 
 
 
 
 

Help Dalitso continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring him just £11 a month. 

Help Vincent continue making a 
difference to so many children by 

sponsoring her just £11 a month. 


