
 

Secondary School Sponsorship (July 2018) 

The Secondary School Sponsorship Programme is a very essential programme that has seen many 
boys and girls being given the opportunity to go through secondary school and beyond. In most rural 
communities school fees are still a problem for many parents and guardians to send their wards 
through school. It is on this very background that our programme is based. We continue to lead 
among other bursaries in Salima.  

As Malawi continues to develop, many boys and girls are eager to see their future being shaped 
through education. The Starfish Sponsorship Programme is unique in the sense that we monitor and 
evaluate our students continuously in order to get the best out of the programme. For instance, we 
have termly meetings and an annual retreat.  Visiting speakers tell of their own experiences and   
achievements and motivate students to aim high.  They are encouraged to aim for tertiary education 
after they have completed their final secondary school examinations. 

Gender imbalance continues to be a problem in Malawi.   At present approximately one third of our 
sponsored students are girls. 

 

 MARGARET PHIRI                                                                         

Margaret was one of our sponsored students from 2012 to 
2016 and is now receiving further support  

As a common tendency in Malawi, most families tend to live 
with their extended family members in order to get the 
support they need.  However, it proved a huge challenge for 
her uncle who is a soldier and happened to support his own 
children and Margaret’s siblings too.  After successfully being 
selected to go through secondary school, Margaret’s parents 
approached Starfish in 2012 and she was included in the 
Sponsorship Programme. Her secondary school was the best 
and school-fees were expensive too. However, the bursary 

provided all that Margaret needed, so much that she continued to work hard to the extent that she 
passed her final exams in secondary school with best grades. She kept dreaming for a better future 
and continued applying to various colleges. She was selected to start at Magomero College in the 
southern region of Malawi. She is now studying for a diploma in Community Development.  

Many girls face a lot of challenges in their education such as peer pressure, walking longer distances 
to school, inadequate school resources, pregnancy, poverty, cultural belief’s and traditions.  

Having known the essence of education, Margaret made use of the motivational talks that we have 
with our students every term, including the one that takes place once a year.  
 
“Had it not been for Starfish, I could not get the courage of dreaming of a bright future. I know that 



there are many students who are benefiting from this great scheme and is continuing to bring 
fruits”.  “In a special way let me thank my sponsor who was committed to bring the best out of me 
by motivating me and continued to support me through secondary school.” 

 
Margaret is now receiving assistance with her living expenses whilst at college by a new Starfish 
Sponsor.   

We are so grateful to sponsors who pay into the bursary fund.   Three University students are 
receiving help with their fees, and eight students, who receive a Government grant for tertiary  
education, receive termly  help with their living expenses. 

 

EDWARD BANDA 

Edward Banda is one of our sponsored students at Chipoka secondary 
school in year 1. He is the last-born son in a family of six and he lives with 
his parents.  Sadly, his father has a mental illness. He managed to get his 
primary school leaving certificate in 2017 and was selected to go to 
Chipoka secondary school. Due to poverty he did not make it to school 
until Starfish came in to sponsor him. He is happily back to school and he 
is saying thank you to the Starfish Secondary School Sponsorship 
programme, and to his new sponsor.   The parents are also happy that 
their son is back to school because they cannot afford to pay the school 
fees for him. 

 

This year three of our girl students have left school  due to early marriage and pregnancy.   We 
are sorry to lose them before their secondary education is complete.  We trust that all they have 
learned will help them in their future lives – knowing that education is never wasted. 

  

We send our grateful thanks to all the sponsors who faithfully support students, giving them the 
opportunity of secondary education and also to those who contribute to the bursary fund to assist 
those in further training.   Thank you for making a difference in the lives of young people. 
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If you would like to know more about the Secondary School Sponsorship programme, please 
contact 

Maggie Mitchell at southlodgefarm@gmail.com    Tel:  01622 812297 

 


